
In every community, partner-
ship makes good things happen. In 
Sugar Creek, the Community Events 
Sponsorship program is a perfect 
example.  

The Sugar Creek Fair & Festival 
Board is a nonprofit organization 
that organizes the annual Slavic 
Festival. During its 35 year history, 
the group has asked local compa-
nies for support to help cover costs 
and grow.

In good years, the Fair Board 
reinvests profits in community proj-
ects. From the walking track at Kaw 
Field, the Gazebo at Wells Park, to 
improvements at Mike Onka, equip-
ment for the police department and 
more. The Fair Board also provided 
insurance for the July 4th Parade 
for several years, when support was 
needed.

Over the years, the City added 
new events to the calendar and 
the sponsorship program evolved.  
What was a request for support 
of the Slavic Festival, became a 
sponsorship program to benefit the 
Community Events Series.

This program is a collaborative 
effort between the Fair Board and 
the City of Sugar Creek, and it pro-
vides support for community events 
throughout the year, including:

n ●Smokin’ In the Creek BBQ 
Contest - April 22nd - 23rd

n  Sugar Creek Slavic Festival - 
June 10th - 11th

n July Fourth Parade and 
Fireworks - July 4th

n ● Cruisin’ to the Creek - August 
26th

n ● Fall Fun Fest - October 29th
n ●Mayor’s Tree Lighting - 

December 3rd
n Fourth Friday Concerts In the 

Park - April – September
Mark O’Renick of the Fair Board 

says the program continues to 
evolve. 

“Like everything, we had to adjust 
the last couple of years,” O’Renick 
says. “Sponsors for 2020 rolled into 
2021 as we got events back up and 
running after being shut down due 
to Covid.”  

According to O’Renick, the events 
wouldn’t be possible without 
financial support from sponsors.  
Insurance and other operational 
costs have to be covered for events 
to go on. “Look at any festival, and 
you’ll see sponsors coming together 

to provide support. We’re blessed to 
have that in Sugar Creek.”  

He also said sponsorships make 
sure entertainment events like the 
Fourth Friday Concerts  In The Park 
and Smokin’ In The Creek are free 
to attend.

The Fair & Festival is current-
ly seeking sponsors for the 2022 
Community Events Sponsor pro-
gram. More information is available 
at - www.slavicfest.com/sponsors 
where you can also see a list of 
last year’s sponsors and program 
benefits.  

We are stronger together. Thank 
you supporters of our community!

Newsletter for Sugar Creek, Missouri • March 2022

Sweet TalkSugar
Creek

Sweet Talk is published 
monthly by the office of the 
City Clerk of Sugar Creek, 
MO at 103 South Sterling, 
Sugar Creek, MO 64054. 
For more information call 
Christine McGhee at 252-
4400, ext. 1129 or visit 
Sugar Creek on the web at 
www.sugar-creek.mo.us

SUGAR CREEK
ELECTED OFFICIALS

Mayor
 Mike Larson

Aldermen
 Robert Ray
 Chuck Mikulich
 Chris Steffen
 Joi Hazelrigg

City Administrator
 Patrick Casey

City Clerk
 Christine McGhee

City Marshal
 Christopher Soule

Fire Chief
 Nathan Richardson

Finance Director
 Keisha Guthrie

Building Official
  Edward Cary

Parks and Recreation
Program Director
  Pam Burnham

Director of
Public Works
 Ben Hedrick

City Attorney
 Jennifer Baird

Municipal Judge
 Garry L. Helm

Municipal Court Admin
 Peggy Doss

Fair & Festival Board Looks For Sponsors



2

FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 1/10/2022

• The meeting was called to order at 
6:00 p.m. after a moment of silence for 
those Sugar Creek residents which have 
passed since the last meeting.

• A quorum was established by roll 
call and the Consent Agenda was passed 
unanimously.

• In business from the floor the Mayor 
recognized Mrs. Christine McGhee for her 
consistent, dependable, professional habits 
of conducting the office of City Clerk. 

• Three bills were presented to the 
Board; all passed unanimously.

a) #4497 provides for a Municipal 
Election in the City of Sugar Creek on 
April 5, 2022. 

b) #4498 authorizes the release of pro-
ceeds and interest to Barclay Berberian for 
repairs to the property located at 12001 
Felton. 

c) #4499 approves an agreement 
and authorizes payment to Wilson & 
Company, Inc. for engineering consultant 
services for the Sugar Creek Channel 
Improvement Project.

• The Mayor mentioned two upcom-
ing legislative days at the Capitol. The 
Mayor thanked the community for all the 
Christmas delicacies dropped off at City 
Hall. There are four possible Go Sugar 
Creek projects. The deadline to apply for 
the Mary Anne Davidson Scholarship is 
2/21/2022.

• Alderwoman Hazelrigg has received 
calls from 3 residents praising the new 
Parks and Rec program director. 

• Mr. Casey asked for a motion to hire 
a company to examine our utility rates. 

Specifically, our water rates are not keep-
ing up with expenses. 

• Chief Soule discussed shortages in 
police officers and dispatch but is working 
on solving the challenge. LaBenite will be 
closed during bad weather. 14 arrests have 
been made at LaBenite. None are repeat 
offenders. In other words, once caught 
and sentenced, they get the message and 
take their activity to a different city.

• Mr. Hedrick reported on equipment 
which had been repaired, equipment 
which needed repairs and equipment 
which would eventually wind up on 
Purple Wave. Sanitary sewer repair is still 
on hold. Mr. Hedrick mentioned the last 
water-leak detection was conducted in 
2017. We are past due for another detec-
tion test. The Aldermen approved unani-
mously for Mr. Hedrick to explore compa-
nies which perform water-leak detection 
for municipalities. 

• Chief Richardson reminded the 
Aldermen one fire truck will be taken to 
Iowa for needed repairs which are covered 
under warranty. Grant money is available 
through the SAFR grant and work is being 
done to complete application. 

• Mr. Cary reported 11225 Felton has 
been taken down. The new owners have 
not disclosed their intentions for the lot as 
of this writing. The Old Dollar Tree owner 
should begin work this week, 1/10-14. 
The new owners of Stix & Stones will also 
begin work this week, 1/10-14. 

• Sue Mikula announced she had 
applied for a grant from Smithfield Foods. 
She received a grant of $3000 to be used 
for prize money for the Smokin’ In the 

Creek BBQ contest in April.
• Mrs. McGhee reminded the Aldermen 

the Mary Anne Scholarship can be applied 
for online with a deadline of 2/21/2022. 
City Hall will be closed on 1/17/22 
to observe the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday.

• Mrs. Guthrie commented the conver-
sion to new finance software is going well. 
Most of the work should be complete by 
the end of April with the first billing going 
out in July. 

• Mrs. Burnham asked for approval 
from the Aldermen to allow Kookers Kare 
to rent Mike Onka Hall for $50 for three 
days. The Aldermen approved unanimous-
ly. Mrs. Burnham wanted the Aldermen 
to know Missouri River Relief will begin 
the Big Muddy Clean Sweep Project in 
April along the Missouri River banks by 
LaBenite. The Aldermen approved this 
project unanimously. All Concerts in the 
Park bands have been booked. Three 
new signs will be added to the parks. 
4-leaf clovers are going on sale for $30 
each. Make reservations for your clover 
through Mrs. Burnham before 2/18/2022. 
The money raised will be used to pay for 
increased cost of bands in 2022. 

• Seeing no further business from 
the floor, the Aldermen voted to go into 
Closed Session. One matter of personnel 
was discussed with one individual receiv-
ing a promotion with commensurate pay 
raise. 

• The Aldermen voted to return to Open 
Session and adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Sugar Creek Municipal Court announces the opportunity to clear your 
current warrant and resolve your charges without the fear of arrest!*

Anyone with an active Sugar Creek warrant is eligible.

 

Sugar Creek Municipal Court, 1001 Heroes Way
Sugar Creek, MO 64054  |  Phone (816) 595-7490

* PLEASE NOTE: You will NOT be arrested for active warrants from Sugar Creek. If you still have active war-
rants during the time of Court from other areas, you will be arrested at the time of Court.

SUGAR CREEK MUNICIPAL 
AMENSTY MONTH 2022

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:
Provide a picture ID, i.e. driver’s 

license, student ID, State ID card, 
etc. to the Court Clerk’s office 

during business hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-4:00 PM

WHAT THE COURT WILL DO:

Recall your warrant

Give you a court date in the 
month of March or April 3/8/22, 

3/22/22, 4/12/22, 4/26/22



NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
Fire Department

FIRESIDE CHAT– The National Safety Council reports that nearly 
300 people die each year as a result of carbon monoxide poisoning. 
Carbon monoxide or CO is often referred to as a silent killer. CO is an 
invisible, odorless gas that is created when fuels burn incompletely. 
In the home, heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be 
sources of carbon monoxide.

Carbon monoxide detectors are designed to detect and warn of the 
presence of dangerous carbon monoxide gases. Carbon monoxide 
detectors should be installed on every level of a structure and in a 
central location near each sleeping area. For the best protection, NFPA 
recommends interconnecting all carbon monoxide detectors through-
out the home, so that when one sounds, they all sound.

If a carbon monoxide detector sounds, families should immediately 
evacuate to a fresh air location outdoors or immediately get to an open 
window or open door. Make sure all family members are accounted 
for and call 911 for assistance. It is important that families remain 
evacuated or in their fresh air location until emergency personnel 
arrive and make sure the home is safe or if further investigation/
repair is needed.

To ensure carbon monoxide detectors are working properly, families 
should check alarms at least once a month and replace alarms accord-
ing to the manufacturer’s descriptions. If you should need questions 
answered or assistance with installation, please contact the Sugar 
Creek Fire Department.

Stay safe,
–– Captain Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Public Works
LARGE ITEM PICKUP– Please contact Republic for bulky item 

pickup. 816-254-1470. All refuse and recycling for pick up must be 
placed in the proper pickup area (curbside) by 7:00 a.m. each Friday. 
All trash must be inside the container – do not put on the top. Drivers 
do not reload containers; all trash must be in containers. Handles 
should be placed towards your house.

SHARED YOUR TREASURED MEMORIES– Sugar Creek is selling 
memorial bricks. These bricks can be purchased to memorialize a 
family member, close friend, or family pet. The brick will be displayed 
for the community to view in Wells Park at Sterling Ave. and Gill St. 
The order form can be found at city hall or public works. A 4” x 8” 
brick is $75.00. Please contact Sue Mikula at 252-4413 ext. 1302.

LIGHTS OUT– During the spring/summer months, to better keep 
our city safe, should you see any street lights out, please report them 
to the Public Works Department at 252-4413. In order to expedite the 
replacement procedure more rapidly, KCPL requires the following 
information:

1. Pole #: __________________ 2. Pole #:  _____________________

3. Address nearest to pole: __________________________________

4. Is light completely out or flickering? ________________________

Parks & Recreation
MUSIC BINGO– Wednesday, 3/2, 6:30 p.m. at Mike Onka Hall. 

Music bingo is a fun spin on traditional bingo that allows players to 
listen to clips of favorite songs from the last 60+ years while mark-
ing off the titles on your card! 50 players maximum. $3 per player in 

which will be Blackout Prize.
LUCKY LEPRECHAUN GNOME MAKING– Thursday, 3/3, 2:00 

p.m. Class to be held in the Police Training Room, 1001 Heroes Way. 
Easy to make and basically impossible to mess up, learn how to 
make these adorable gnomes, then continue making holiday-specific 
gnomes throughout the year! Instructor: Pam Burnham. Class size 
limited to 12 crafters and registration is required – 816-252-4400 ext. 
1137. $5 per person (includes all supplies).

WALKING CLUB– Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays, 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. at the Sugar Creek Gym.

ZUMBA– Mondays & Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Sugar Creek Gym. Gym shoes only on gym floor and don’t forget to 
bring water! Certified Instructor: Krystal Thompson. Register at krys-
talthompson300@msn.com. $5 per class.

FITNESS EQUIPMENT TRAINING & WORKOUT– At the Sugar 
Creek Gym, by appointment only. Call 816-252-4400 ext. 1137 to set 
up a time for Pam Burnham to meet with you and guide you through 
working out on our new fitness equipment! No fee.

ZUMBA GOLD– Thursdays, 3/3 and 3/17, 10:30 a.m. at the Sugar 
Creek Gym. Combines music, rhythms and “dancing in your seat” 
fun! Certified SilverSneakers Flex Instructor: Pam Burnham. Class size 
limited to 20 participants in chairs. Bleachers available for additional 
participant seating. $3 per class (class fee waived if SilverSneakers 
participant),

MIDWEEK MEDITATION– Wednesday, 3/9, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Sugar Creek Gym. Scientifically-proven, meditation has been shown 
to boost your spiritual, emotional and physical well-being. Explore 
several meditation techniques and develop a skill that will serve you 
in many beneficial ways. Instructor: Pam Burnham. No fee.

CHAIR CHI– Thursday, 3/10, 10:30 a.m. at the Sugar Creek Gym. 
Chair Chi is a gentle exercise program performed in the comfort of a 
chair. Benefits of Tai Chi or Chair Chi can include improved balance, 
flexibility, range of motion, strength, energy, pain relief and stress 
reduction. Certified Instructor: Pam Burnham. Class size limited to 20 
participants in chairs. Bleachers available for additional participant 
seating. No fee.

KEMA SWEETS BAKERY RIBBON CUTTING– Monday, 3/14 at 
10:15 a.m. Join us as we officially welcome Kema Sweets Bakery to 
Sugar Creek with a ribbon cutting ceremony! The actual ribbon will 
be cut at 10:30 a.m., so arrive early and make sure to sample some 
sweets! Custom orders may be placed as well for your Leprechaun 
celebrations!

PARKS & REC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING– Tuesday, 
3/15, 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS– Wednesday, 3/16, 9:00 a.m. at the 
Sugar Creek Gym.

LAUGHTER YOGA– Wednesday, 3/23, 10:00 a.m. at the Sugar 
Creek Gym. Laughter Yoga is a unique exercise routine which com-
bines unconditional laughter with yogic breathing. Anyone can laugh 
without relying on humor, jokes or comedy, and science has proven 
that the body cannot differentiate between simulated and real laugh-
ter. Once the laughter is initiated as a group, real and contagious 
laughter follows leaving one feeling joyful and relaxed and promoting 
better health and wellbeing. Certified Instructor: Pam Burnham. No 
fee this month.

BOB ROSS OIL PAINTING CLASS– Saturday 3/19, 10:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Classes are every other month on the 3rd Saturday. Classes 
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–– See “Sugar Creek Department News” on page 5

SC KCPL
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It is time to start 
planning for the 
Sugar Creek 
Community
Garden, across 
from City Hall. 
Come join us for 
our 9th season of  
growing organic 
fruits & vegetables.

City Community Garden

For additional information,
contact Sandy Mikulich at 461-3528

COMMUNITY & YOUTH 
INVOLVEMENT:
n Participate or Conduct Flag Ceremonies & 
 Present Flag Education in Schools
n Keep in contact with legislators regarding 
 Veteran Benefit Issues
n Support Scouting Organizations by donating 
 Kelsey Hall for meetings etc.
n Participate in Achievement Awards in the 
 Community & Schools

n Provide Veterans with Medical Equipment 
 and assistance when needed
n Support Homeless Veterans Programs
n Adopt Veterans and families in need when 
 situation arises throughout the year
n Support ‘National Veterans Services’ – Spot  
 Clips, Unmet Needs, MAP Support Veteran & 
 Military Suicide Prevention – 800-273-8255
n Veterans are available to go to schools and 
 organizations to give presentations

VFW BREAKFASTS ARE BACK!
Post 3976 Breakfast will be held the first Sunday of

every month. March’s breakfast will be March 6. 

SUGAR CREEK VFW INVITES YOU TO JOIN 
US IN SUPPORTING VETERANS

VETERAN AND AUXILLARY PROGRAMS

HELP THE CCRC HELP OTHERS
The CCRC food pantry is looking for donations of

money and/or food to help the less fortunate citizens
in our community. Checks can be mailed to

CCRC, 103 S. Sterling, Sugar Creek, MO 64054. 
Food donations can be made at the pantry. Call Kim at 
816-308-2505 for more information. The pantry is open 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Arrangements can also be made for delivery if it is
needed. Please remember volunteers are always

needed if you would like to help. 

Sugar Creek’s 12th Annual St. Patrick’s Day parade will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, March 12th. Line up in the Heritage Center Parking lot

beginning at 9:30 a.m. The parade was cancelled in 2021 due to COVID 
concerns. In 2009,  Jack O’Renick and Earl Casey started the parade
walking 20 steps across Sterling Avenue.  Over the years, the parade 

route had to be lengthened to 2 blocks to allow the parade to turn around. 
Everyone is welcome to join in the fun family event by participating in the 

parade or cheering on the side lines. No sign up – just show
up in your green! After the parade please bring a snack to share at Kross’s

605 N. Sterling with coffee or a glass of Irish Cheer!!
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Zevecke Will Be Missed

Steve W. Zevecke passed away at his home in Independence 
Mo. at the age of 83 on December 27th, 2021 surrounded by 
his loving family.

Steve was born and raised in Sugar Creek, Mo. and spent his 
later years just outside of Sugar Creek in Independence.

Steve retired from Ford Motor company in 1991 after 32 years 
of service. Those that were blessed to know him will remember 
he worked harder after retirement than before. And that he 
approached everything he took on with great passion.   

Perhaps remembered best by his love of hunting, fishing, 
gardening and helping the seniors of his hometown.

He will be missed RIP!

Life of Willis Remembered
Tommy Eugene Willis, age 51, of Sugar Creek, Missouri 

passed away on Monday, January 24, 2022.
Tommy was born September 19, 1970 in Independence, 

Missouri to Dixie and Vernon Willis. Tommy grew up in 
Independence being active in Boy Scouts and Choir. He gradu-
ated from Truman High School in 1989.

After high school, he spent a year in Utah attending Job 
Corp. Tommy had several jobs in security and warehouses 
before settling as a Department Manager at Wal-Mart.

Tommy leaves behind his loving wife, three brothers, nieces, 
nephews and many friends who love him. He was preceeded 
in death by his parents and one sister.

Ballard Will Be Missed
Tammy Rene (Deshazer) Ballard, 51, of Sugar Creek, MO, 

passed on to eternal happiness on January 27, 2022. She was 
surrounded by her parents.

Tammy successfully pursued many career avenues from 
advertising, accounting and worked her way up to Taxpayer 
Advocate as a federal employee. Whether she was doing charity 
work or paid tasks, she addressed each with dedication.

Tammy is survived by her parents, her husband and stepson, 
three siblings, many nieces and nephews, a great niece and two 
great nephews.

Life of Montaleone Remembered
Those who knew Michelle Montaleone know that she was 

one of a kind. She had such an amazing happy spirit and a 
smile to go with it. Her laugh would make your day and we 
sure loved to laugh! Michelle was the kindest, most generous, 
and selfless person. She was always so considerate and would 
go the extra mile to be kind to others. 

She was always the one who had all the answers and made 
any problem seem small in the scheme of things and who could 
turn the worst day into the funnest day. She became an amazing 
mother to our son Tony, always patient, always listening, always 
watching. Family was everything and she always made sure she 
maintained a strong, close relationship with her parents.

Michelle was very close to God and she was very well pre-
pared for her departure from this world. She prayed everyday, 
and was genuinely dedicated to walking God’s path. She’s in 
God’s loving arms now; heaven is so lucky to have her.

 At the library...
MARCH 2022

PASSPORT AND 
NOTARY SERVICES
The Sugar Creek Branch is now offering 

Passport and Notary services. Visit https://
kclibrary.org/notary or https://kclibrary.org/community-servic-
es/passport to learn more, or call the branch 816-701-3489.

n AFTER LUNCH BOOK GROUP
The monthly After Lunch Book Group will continue to meet vir-
tually on the second Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m. The 
next meeting will be March 10 to discuss Lisa Wingate’s Before 
We Were Yours.

LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday - Thursday ............11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday and Saturday ......... 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday ................................................... Closed

are held in the Police Training Room, 1001 Heroes Way. Join Bob Ross 
Certified Instructor Jean Libby, as she directs you how to create your 
very own “quiet place with happy clouds and trees”! Class size limited 
to 12 with minimum age painter of 12+. Call Jean Libby to register 
816-836-2356 or 816-377-4536. $40 (includes all supplies).

DRUMMING 2 FITNESS– Thursday, 3/24, 10:30 a.m. at the Sugar 
Creek Gym. Cardio drumming takes a simple movement – drumming 
– and turns it into a workout that will leave you smiling, energized 
and feeling great! Cardio drumming brings together drumsticks, an 
exercise ball (beach ball) and ball stand to create one of the most fun 
workouts you’ll ever do! Instructor: Pam Burnham. Class size limited 
to 24 participants unless you bring your own exercise ball, stand and 
drumsticks. No fee.

LUNCH BUNCH– Thursday, 3/24, 11:30 a.m. (locations vary). Let’s 
do lunch! Starting in March, Sugar Creek residents are invited to join 
together for an informal lunch gathering and enjoy a great meal, 
conversation and fellowship! Our first Lunch Bunch will meet at Los 
Compas Mexican Restaurant, Far View Shopping Center, 18009 US-24 
Hwy., Independence, MO 64056.

INSTRUCTIONAL T-BALL REGISTRATION– Registrations will be 
accepted 3/1/2022 through 3/31/2022 for children ages 4-12 years old. 
Forms are available at City Hall or by request via email to pburnham@
sugar-creek.mo.us. We must have a minimum of one volunteer coach 
per 8-10 players for all registered kids to be able to participate. $30 per 
child; price includes t-shirt, hat and trophy.

NEW (DINNER) THEATRE & RESTAURANT– Saturday, 4/9 at 
12:15 p.m. Don’t Dress For Dinner starring Morgan Fairchild. Meal and 
production included. Limited number of reserved seats. Must call to 
register: 816-252-4400 ext. 1137. $40 per person.

SUGAR CREEK DEPARTMENT NEWS
n continued from page 3
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